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For immediate release 

 

Young entrepreneurs buyout Kaapse brouwers and open a new brewery in Het Keilepand 
 

Kaapse Brouwers firmly remains an independent microbrewery 
 

ROTTERDAM, 21 October — Young entrepreneurs have concluded a management buyout of the 
Kaapse brouwers to secure the brewery's independence and invested in a new production facility in 
Het Keilepand, Rotterdam.  
 
In November 2018, the majority shareholders of the Kaapse Brouwers informed its founder, Tsjomme 
Zijlstra, of their wish to divest their shares. One option on the table was to sell the stakes to a major 
established beer brand. Mr Zijlstra, as well as two long-term executives, Etienne Vermeulen and 
Genevieve Vachon, instead proposed to buyout the flourishing business.  The dynamic trio recruited 
Floor van de Merbel and Oscar Izeboud to complete the shareholders team and move forward with a 
shared vision. The buyout was completed just before this summer. 
 
The Kaapse Brouwers stands out in the current craft beer market by resisting the siren call of large 
corporations. "While many breweries believe their path to growth and security requires partnering with 
a bigger company, we chose to stay independent", said Tsjomme Zijlstra, the CEO of Kaapse 
brouwers. “We didn't want to make any compromise on our vision for craft beer in Rotterdam nor did 
we think that we needed the means of a multinational to make this vision happen. We wanted Kaapse 
beer to remain like its home city: genuine and bold”. 
 
As part of the buyout process, Kaapse Brouwers further committed to 100% Rotterdam beer with the 
help of Rabobank Rotterdam by investing in a production facility in Het Keilepand. The new brewery 
is part of a collective of local businesses and will participate in the revitalization of the harbours. The 
brewery now  also includes a canning line, a long-term dream of the Kaapse. "With the cans we feed 
two birds with one scone: it's better for the beer and better for the environment", rejoiced Mr Zijlstra.  
 
About Kaapse brouwers: Kaapse brouwers is a craft brewery established in Rotterdam in 2014 that 
strives to make the best Rotterdam beer in the world. It operates two locations, the Kaapse Kaap and 
the Kaapse Maria. The Kaapse Kaap is located in the fresh, local food market setting of the Fenix Food 
Factory, Katendrecht, and doubles up as a bottle shop. The Kaapse Maria is situated in an historic 
building in the city centre and serves simple and surprising dishes meant to be shared. Kaapse beer 
can be found in various bars, restaurants, and supermarkets in Rotterdam. Kaapse Brouwers has been 
voted 6 times ‘Best Brewpub’ in the Netherlands on Ratebeer. For more information see 
https://www.kaapsebrouwers.nl/. 
 

 
### 


